MARRIAGE   PROJECTS
weapon alternately lifted or thrown away by the different great 1716 Powers of Europe as the fluctuations of their policy led them to conciliate or threaten the Court of England. Charles VI began once again to hold out hopes of befriending James's cause, and the idea of a marriage with an Austrian Archduchess was again mooted.
" I own to you," writes the Queen to the Duke of Mar, November Stuart 6th, 1716, "that the hope of gaining Elmore's [Emperor of Austria] ^S, friendship revives my drooping spirits, and that if it can be compassed, Castle we may comfort ourselves for losing that of Otway [the Regent] from whom  by the way I have no other message but what you know already, but by way of parenthesis I must tell you that our weekly payments which went on regularly for twelve weeks, have now been stopped entirely these last eight weeks, but I will hope it is not in good earnest, and that they will   soon  begin  again, at   least   my friend Vernon [Villeroy] did promise it to me, but I can answer for nobody, nor for anything.
Now to come to Elmor again, which is certainly the best string the King has to his bow, no doubt somebody must be sent to him immediately, but where to find a fitt person is the question . . I think an Italian would be more proper than an English one, but I have neither, and a Frenchman cannot be proper at all. . The Baron Wales (sic) has it in his head to go, but he appears to me to be a very hot man, and I should doubt of his discretion, though not of his honesty and affection : but is it possible that in all those who are at Avignon of our own people, or of that country you cannot find one fitt for it, for the quickest way is to send straight from Avignon. . . . I have made one step towards that affair, but it is a great way about, and we have no time to spare, ... I have writt to Cardinal Gualterio, as you will see by the enclosed, which I hope the King will approve. . .
I send you Lord Wharton's letter . . . this young man writts and talks much better than most people can do at his age [eighteen] .... his attachment for the King I am persuaded is very sincere at present, and I hope will continue so. He has writt a very good letter into England, of which I suppose he has or will send you a copy. As to Lord Wintown, I find him not only very zealous for the King, but so reasonable that I am surprised at it.
... I hope before this comes to you, the King will be in a condition to hear of all sorts of businesse, and that you will have
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